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town funding for the dog
pa rk.”

Cost of waterline
Ed Clark, director of the as-
sociation, said that installa-
tion of the waterline for the
two drinking fountains
would cost approximately
$11,000.

This price does not include
the actual fountains. The
additional cost of the foun-
tains has not been deter-
mine d.

The design of the fountain
is still under consideration,
according to Board Mem-
bers. A few designs are be-
ing considered, but nothing
has been finalized.

“This is such a beautiful
park, and it’s the most
well-maintained dog park,”
Board Member Rosalie De-
Feo said. “We maintain this
property twice a year, with
a cleanup in the fall and in
the spring. We are among
the first to have a water
fountain for the pups and
their humans, and that is
very important.”

According to DeFeo, there
will be two fountains, one
on the small dogs’ side and
the other on the large dogs’
side, but they will be cen-
trally located, according to
D eFeo.

“There will be a grand
opening sometime in May
for the completion of the
proje ct,” DeFeo said. “I
think this will encourage
people to come. Dogs get
overheated very quickly,
even though it’s very
shady. Once they are play-
ing and they’re having a
good time, they can get hy-
drated and enjoy more
time playing together.”

How the dog park got
starte d
In 2012, Mark Semaru,
chairperson of the WDLA,
took it upon himself to look
for volunteers in Walling-

ford who shared his pas-
sion for dogs to help build
a dog park.

According to the WDLA, it
was the introduction to Se-
maru that Ed Clark had
over an article in the
Record-Journal about an
informational meeting at
the Wallingford Park &
Recreation to create a dog
park in town that led to a
discussion about forming a
b oard.

With the help of 12 found-
ing board members, they
joined forces with Semaru
to help design the park, es-
tablish park rules,
fundraise, and advocate
with town officials to bring
this park to life.

The town then agreed to
give a piece of land located
on Quinnipiac Street, just
off exit 64 off Route 15, if
they could raise the neces-
sary funds to build the
pa rk.

The board members and
several volunteers spent
three years assembling
pieces to build the park.
The park was then called
The Bert & Harry Sub-
kowsky Bark Park.

The park was named in
honor of Alberta and Harry
Subkowsky, whose chil-
dren, Robert and Donna,
donated a large sum of
money in memory of their
parents. This contributed
directly to the purchase
and installation of the
fence around the park.

The park officially opened
on September 26, 2015.

Board Member Bud Bas-
s oli’s wife, Bev, was a part
of helping with the build of
the dog park before it
opened in 2015. In Septem-

ber 2021, Bev Bassoli died
after a year-long battle with
brain cancer.

Fall clean-up to begin
in November
According to Bud Bassoli,
there will be a fall cleanup
for the park on Saturday,
Nov. 4, that will run from 8
a.m. to noon, with a rain
date of Nov. 18. During the
cleanup, Bassoli said they
will be picking up any de-
bris and cleaning up the
park in preparation for the
winter. In addition, they
will be laying out wood
ch i p s.

There has been some dis-
cussion from residents
about the lack of benches
for people to sit on while
their dogs are running
about. Bassoli said they are
working on installing a few
more over the next few
months. The cost of each
bench, he said, can be any-
where from a few hundred
dollars to even as much as
two and three thousand
d o l la rs.

Since the association takes
care of the park entirely
through donations and no
town funding, they will
have to raise the money to
get additional seating.

On the second Monday of
every month, the associa-
tion holds meetings, and
Bassoli said that anyone in-
terested in volunteering is
welcome to attend. Typical-
ly, the association holds its
meetings via Zoom. The
next meeting will be Nov.
13 at 6 p.m.

For more information
about the dog park go to
www.w dla.org.
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Dog park Holly Francke, of
Wallingford, holds pug
Merle owned by Ashley
Rodgerson, of
Wallingford, while at
the Bert and Harry
Subkowsky Bark Park
on Quinnipiac Street in
Wallingford on Monday.

Dave Zajac, Record-Journal

awesome to see everyone
coming together and be in a
space that will serve genera-
tions of families to come. It's
really cool to be here and
honor and thank those fami-
l i e s. "

Business and Com-
merce: Marvin Beloff
Marvin Beloff was born in
Meriden on July 11, 1928,
and graduated from Meriden
High School in 1946. In
1973, Beloff opened Beloff's
Woman's World, a specialty
clothing store. Around the
holidays, Beloff was known
for wrapping his store with a
red ribbon and bow, which
drew attention around the
state. Realizing brick-and-
mortar stores were limited,
Beloff created a catalog busi-
ness that sold nationwide.

Beloff served as a board
member for the Meriden
Chamber of Commerce,
where he chaired the Meri-
den Silver Museum Devel-
opment Committee. He was
also on the boards for Meri-
den Symphony and Chorale
Connecticut, chaired the
WWII Memorial Hospital
board, and was president of
the Meriden Kiwanis Club.

As a sculptor, Beloff found
he needed a better hand
sander and worked to invent
the SandDevil. His creation
was sold nationwide and can
be found in stores like Home
Depot today.

As a fan of bow ties, he be-
gan another venture carving
wooden neck-ware and sold
them worldwide. He found-
ed The Humble Bees ukulele
band and toured for almost
20 years for charity. He also
organized "Citizens for Elec-
tion Reform," which helped
pass Connecticut's Cam-
paign Finance Reform Act of
2005.

Community Service:
Enrico Buccilli
Enrico Buccilli was born on
January 27, 1951, and immi-

grated to Meriden with his
family in 1955 from Pratola
Peligna, Italy. Buccilli gradu-
ated from Platt High School
in 1969.

For over 30 years, Buccilli
was a Boy's Club Alumni As-
sociation member, serving
as president from 1981 to
1982. He coached a variety
of youth sports both at the
elementary and high school
le vels.

He was a 25-year member of
the Meriden Planning Com-
mission while serving as
chairman for 18 years, and
he chaired the 10-year Plan
of Conservation and Devel-
opment. As a leader in the
community, Buccilli was a
part of the Midstate Medical
Center redevelopment of
downtown Meriden, Meri-
den Green, and Stop & Shop.

In addition, he is a Meriden
Golf Commission member, a
nine-year member of the
Bradley Home Board of Di-
rectors, and is currently trea-
surer of the Meriden Sports
Reunion Committee. He was
the principal at Dag Ham-
marskjold Middle School in
Wa l l i ng f o rd .

In 2001, he was named Wall-
ingford's Administrator of
the Year, and in 2007, he was
awarded Principal of the
Year by the Connecticut As-
sociation of Schools, receiv-
ing national recognition.

Sports: Jay Dennis
Murp hy
Jay Dennis Murphy was born
in Meriden on June 26, 1962.
He grew up on Bee Street
with his parents, sister Sally
and brother Billy.

Murphy was known for his
distinguished basketball ca-
reer at Maloney High
School, leading the Spartans
in 1980 to a 20-0 record.
He averaged 28 points per
game his senior year.

Murphy, a 6-foot-11 power
forward at Boston College,
was a four-year starter, aver-
aging 14.6 points. He led the
Eagles to two Sweet 16s and
one Elite 8, graduating as a
three-time all-Big East hon-

oree and ranking sixth on
Boston College's all-time
scoring list with 1,795 career
points. He was seventh on
the all-time rebounding list
with 763 rebounds. Murphy
was inducted into Boston
College's Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1999. 

In 1984, Murphy was named
to the first team all-Big East,
and received an invitation to
the Olympic Trials. He was
selected as the 31st pick in
the NBA draft and played
professionally for four years
in the NBA and then seven
years in France and Italy.

Historic Category:
Maria Louise Sanford
Maria Louise Sanford was
born on December 19, 1836,
in Saybrook. Her family
moved to Meriden shortly
after her birth. She spent
most of her childhood and
adolescence in Meriden,
studying until she was 14
and finishing with three
terms at the privately funded
Meriden Academy. After
graduating from New Britain
Normal School (now Central
Connecticut State Universi-
ty) in 1855, she taught in
Connecticut schools until
1868. 

In 1870, officials from
Swarthmore College ap-
pointed Sanford as the first
woman to teach at an Amer-
ican university. In 1880, she
began teaching rhetoric and
elocution at the University of
Minnesota and helped the
school establish its coopera-
tive education program.

When she retired in 1909,
Sanford used her statewide
prominence to advocate for
social reforms. In addition to
influencing the creation of a
Minnesota national forest,
she advocated for improved
education for Blacks and Na-
tive Americans and promot-
ed women's suffrage. 

Sanford died on April 21,
1920, in Washington, D.C.,
just two days after speaking
to the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
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SAVE   40%
Lowest Prices 
of the YEAR! 

Financing Available for Qualified Buyers • 800-876-0158 • www.ThermoSpas.com

B-units, blemished 
and certified pre-
owned spas all fully 
tested and include a 
90-day parts warranty. 

Combination hot tub and 
swimming pool for year 
‘round fitness and fun! 
Only 1 model in stock!
Special pricing 
on certified  
pre-owned units

Over 20 brand new 
models in a variety 
of colors and sizes 
available at dramatically 
reduced prices.

30 to choose from
First-Come, First-Serve $10,995

UP 
TO

MSRP

Closeout Spas

DON’T MISS OUT!
Over 50 spas on hand. 
Everything must go!  

Swim SpasBrand New Hot Tubs
SAVE    60% UP 

TO

$2,995Starting at:

OFF

You’re 
Invited

WALLINGFORD, CT
47 N Plains Industrial Rd.

06492

HOT TUB & SWIM SPAHOT TUB & SWIM SPA

Best buys on highest-quality spas in New England – PERIOD, IT’S NOT EVEN CLOSE! We are Moving our warehouse  
and drastically reducing inventory. There’s never been a better time to turn your backyard into a Staycation Destination! 

3-DAYS ONLY3-DAYS ONLY
FRI. 10/20
10am-7pm 

SAT. 10/21
10am-4pm

SUN. 10/22
10am-2pm

First-Come, First-Serve

BIG MOVING SALE
Huge selection of spas on-hand and ready for your backyard now 

R264174


