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Dog park

From A1

town funding for the dog
park”

Cost of waterline

Ed Clark, director of the as-
sociation, said that installa-
tion of the waterline for the
two drinking fountains
would cost approximately
$11,000.

This price does not include
the actual fountains. The
additional cost of the foun-
tains has not been deter-
mined.

The design of the fountain
is still under consideration,
according to Board Mem-
bers. A few designs are be-
ing considered, but nothing
has been finalized.

“This is such a beautiful
park, and it’s the most
well-maintained dog park,’
Board Member Rosalie De-
Feo said. “We maintain this
property twice a year, with
a cleanup in the fall and in
the spring. We are among
the first to have a water
fountain for the pups and
their humans, and that is
very important.

According to DeFeo, there
will be two fountains, one
on the small dogs’ side and
the other on the large dogs’
side, but they will be cen-
trally located, according to
DeFeo.

“There will be a grand
opening sometime in May
for the completion of the
project,” DeFeo said. “I
think this will encourage
people to come. Dogs get
overheated very quickly,
even though it’s very
shady. Once they are play-
ing and they’re having a
good time, they can get hy-
drated and enjoy more
time playing together”

How the dog park got
started

In 2012, Mark Semaru,
chairperson of the WDLA,
took it upon himself to look
for volunteers in Walling-

ford who shared his pas-
sion for dogs to help build
a dog park.

According to the WDLA, it
was the introduction to Se-
maru that Ed Clark had
over an article in the
Record-Journal about an
informational meeting at
the Wallingford Park &
Recreation to create a dog
park in town that led to a
discussion about forming a
board.

With the help of 12 found-
ing board members, they
joined forces with Semaru
to help design the park, es-
tablish park rules,
fundraise, and advocate
with town officials to bring
this park to life.

The town then agreed to
give a piece of land located
on Quinnipiac Street, just
off exit 64 off Route 15, if
they could raise the neces-
sary funds to build the
park.

The board members and
several volunteers spent
three years assembling
pieces to build the park.
The park was then called
The Bert & Harry Sub-
kowsky Bark Park.

The park was named in
honor of Alberta and Harry
Subkowsky, whose chil-
dren, Robert and Donna,
donated a large sum of
money in memory of their
parents. This contributed
directly to the purchase
and installation of the
fence around the park.

The park officially opened
on September 26, 2015.

Board Member Bud Bas-
soli’s wife, Bev, was a part
of helping with the build of
the dog park before it
opened in 2015. In Septem-

Holly Francke, of
Wallingford, holds pug
Merle owned by Ashley
Rodgerson, of
Wallingford, while at
the Bert and Harry
Subkowsky Bark Park
on Quinnipiac Street in
Wallingford on Monday.

Dave Zajac, Record-Journal

ber 2021, Bev Bassoli died
after a year-long battle with
brain cancer.

Fall clean-up to begin
in November

According to Bud Bassoli,
there will be a fall cleanup
for the park on Saturday,
Nov. 4, that will run from 8
a.m. to noon, with a rain
date of Nov. 18. During the
cleanup, Bassoli said they
will be picking up any de-
bris and cleaning up the
park in preparation for the
winter. In addition, they
will be laying out wood
chips.

There has been some dis-
cussion from residents
about the lack of benches
for people to sit on while
their dogs are running
about. Bassoli said they are
working on installing a few
more over the next few
months. The cost of each
bench, he said, can be any-
where from a few hundred
dollars to even as much as
two and three thousand
dollars.

Since the association takes
care of the park entirely
through donations and no
town funding, they will
have to raise the money to
get additional seating.

On the second Monday of
every month, the associa-
tion holds meetings, and
Bassoli said that anyone in-
terested in volunteering is
welcome to attend. Typical-
ly, the association holds its
meetings via Zoom. The
next meeting will be Nov.
13 at 6 p.m.

For more information
about the dog park go to
www.wdla.org.
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